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EDITORIAL
Roberto Barbera, EELA Technical Coordinator

Do you know what the TEB is and who are part of
it?
THE TEB: ALL THAT YOU ALWAYS
WANTED TO KNOW (KIND OF…) AND
NEVER DARED TO ASK

EGRIS-1
THE ACHIEVEMENTS OBTAINED AT
THE LOST ISLAND

FP7:
INFORMATION SESSION ON
RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES

Next Stop:
3RD EELA WORKSHOP IN PERU

Madrid, Mérida and La Plata
3 TUTORIALS, 3 EXPERIENCES, 3
VIEWS

EELA SITES PASS WITHOUT
ERRORS THROUGH THE SAM
TESTING INFRASTRUCTURE

Do you remember?
IF YOU DIDN’T YET, TAKE A LOOK
TO THE EELA CONFERENCE
PRESENTATIONS VIDEOS

GRID EVENTS AGENDA
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The year 2006 is going to finish very soon and this end coincides
with the end of the first year of the EELA Project.  When a year
comes to an end it is usually time for balances. I have to say
that the current year has been a wonderful one. We have
learned how to manage a grid project of the size of EELA and
we have done big progresses in all the Work Packages reaching
all the milestones foreseen in our work plan for the first year.

I would like to take the opportunity here to look back  with you
at the past months and highlight the most important results:

* January: EELA started officially on the 1st of January
and, already at the end of that month, the Kick-off Meeting
w a s  h e l d  i n  M a d r i d  ( h t t p : / / i n d i c o . e u -
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=a053). More than 100
EELA members met for the first time to start building the human
network and to plan the future activities. The first sites of the
EELA pilot test-bed were announced and all the boards of the
projects were officially created and their members appointed.

* February: the First EELA Tutorial both for users and
system administrators was held in Madrid (http://indico.eu-
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=a061). The first of a
long series of training events that EELA has organized in this
year to spread the knowledge about grid computing and its
adoption.

* March: new EELA sites join the pilot test-bed in
preparation of the demonstrations to be given at the EU-LAC
Summit.

* April: the First EELA Workshop (http://indico.eu-
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=11) was held in Merida
(Venezuela). More than 65 people met to discuss grid
technologies and plan for a national grid project inVenezuela.
The workshop was followed by the Second EELA tutorial, the
f i r s t  he ld  in  La t in  Amer ica  (h t tp : / / i nd ico .eu-
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=19). At the end of the
month, EELA was also present, through dissemination activities
and live demonstrations, at the very important EU-LAC  Summit
that took place in Lisbon (Portugal).

* May :  the  EELA Acceptab le  Use Po l icy
(http://documents.eu-eela.org/getfile.py?recid=106)  is finalized,
in agreement with the recommendations of the e-Infrastructures
Reflection Group, and sent to the Project Officers in Brussels.
The EELA Questionnaire for New Communities (http://www.eu-
eela.org/eela_new_communities_form.php) is also set-up and
put on-line.

* June: the Second EELA Workshop was held in
Itacuruçá (Brazil) and the official word was “cooperation”.
Several grid projects and big companies (IBM, Microsoft, SUN)
were invited to explore the possible ways of collaboration with
EELA. The workshop was followed by another EELA tutorial
h e l d  i n  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  ( h t t p : / / i n d i c o . e u -
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=37).

* July: EELA presented its plans and first results on
bio-medical applications at the NETTAB’06 International
Conference. The Brazilian Certification Authority becomes the
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first CA fully accredited by TAGPMA  (http://www.tagpma.org).
Argentina, Chile, Mexico, and Venezuela become full members
of TAGPMA and their CA’s begin the process to be officially
approved.

* August :  the f i rs t  EELA Per iodic Report
(http://documents.eu-eela.org/getfile.py?recid=232)  was sent
to Brussels to the EC Project Officers. A “thick” compendium
of what EELA had done in its first six months. An important
tutorial for users and site managers was held in Mexico City
a t  t he  end  o f  t he  mon th  ( h t t p : / / i nd i co .eu -
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=51).

* September :  the F i rs t  EELA Conference
(http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=32)
was held in Santiago (Chile). More than 120 people from 14
countries participated to this big event where new grid
communities and the future of the network in Latin America
were the most important topics. The Conference was followed
b y  a n  E E L A  t u t o r i a l  ( h t t p : / / i n d i c o . e u -
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=52)  and by the First
e-Science Conference organized by REUNA where EELA was
also presented. At the end of the month EELA is also presented
with a booth and with several presentations at the First
Conference of  the EGEE-I I  Project  (EGEE’06,
http://indico.cern.ch/conferenceCFA.py?confId=1504).

* October: The 6th EELA tutorial for users and system
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  ( h t t p : / / i n d i c o . e u -
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=54) was held in Madrid
under the organization of Red.IRIS. It was very important, as
a confirmation of all synergies exploited, to have a grid tutorial
organized by a network Organization.

* November: EELA joined the Second WISDOM Data
Challenge for drug discovery. For the first time the EELA pilot
test-bed has been used by a non High Energy Physics
community for a very important activity. The 7th EELA Tutorial

(http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=69)
was held in Merida (Spain) under the organization of CETA-
CIEMAT and the 1st ROC-on-duty tutorial (http://indico.eu-
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=71) was held in Itacuruçá
(Brazil)  within the preparation activities for EGRIS-1.

* December: the First EELA Grid School (EGRIS-1,
http://www.eu-eela.org/egris1) was held in Itacuruçá (Brazil).
This full immersion event has been fully devoted to help EELA
and non-EELA members to port their applications on the EELA
pilot test-bed.

The year 2006, so successful and full of good results for EELA,
is getting out and the year 2007 is already knocking on our
door with its load of important events. The most important one
will be the First Review of the Project that will be held in Madrid
on the 27th-28th of February (http://www.eu-eela.org/review1/).
This will be a very important landmark on our path and we all
must prepare for it as best as possible. Other important events
will be the already planned EELA Workshops in Peru
(http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=63),
A r g e n t i n a  ( h t t p : / / i n d i c o . e u -
eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=79), and Cuba
(http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=80),
the Second EELA Conference (that will be jointly held in Rio
de Janeiro in conjunction with the BELIEF Conference on the
25th-28th of June), and the Second EELA Grid School (to be
held in Venezuela at the beginning of August). So, waiting for
an exciting and more successful second year of EELA, have
a deserved relax during the forthcoming holidays and accept
my best wishes of a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.



Do you know what the TEB is and who are part of it?

THE TEB: ALL THAT YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO
KNOW (KIND OF…) AND NEVER DARED TO ASK

TEB, those three capital letters that, since EELA started, work well together. What
does TEB mean? Options: 1) “Tour around Europe for Babies”; 2) “Tea in England
for Bolds”; 3) “The Exterior Boundary”; 4) “Technical Executive Board”; 5) “The
Empire of the Bumblebee”. Do you know? Ok, ok, let’s stop kidding, let’s be serious,
or at least let’s try to be reasonable. TEB: T-E-B: Technical Executive Board. Now
that you know, take a deep breath and move your eyes to the following paragraph,
which we will name “The rough true, taken from the EELA palace of information (the
EELA Web Site, of course)”.

María José López Pourailly

“The TEB assumes the responsibility of the technical direction
of the project, taking care of technical coherence, possible
technical conflicts between Work Packages and tasks, internal
deliverables reviews and quality control. It appoints all project
Task Leaders and meets at least three times per year. Other
meetings can be organized by phone and/or videoconference”
(Management Sctructure, paragraph 10, http://www.eu-
eela.org/eela_about_structure.php).

This very responsible and caring and coherent body is
integrated by very professional, serious, respectable,
responsible, caring and coherent people:

* Project Coordinator – Jesús Casado (CIEMAT).
* Deputy Project Coordinator (non-voting member) –
Bernard Maréchal (UFRJ / CEDERJ).
* Technical Coordinator – Roberto Barbera (Univ,
Catania - INFN).
* Deputy Technical Coordinator (non-voting member)
– Geneviève Lucet (UNAM).
* Work Package 2 Manager  – Diego Carvalho (CEFET-
RJ/UFRJ).
* Work Package 3  Manager – Rafael Mayo (CIEMAT).
* Work Package 4 Managers – Claudio Cherubino (Univ,
Catania - INFN) / Leandro Neumann Ciuffo (Univ, Catania -
INFN).

Ok, that’s all folks.

See you soon, be good, act proper and eat all your food.



R o b e r t o  B a r b e r a ,
Technical Coordinator:

“Hi all, this is a short summary of what
you might have wondered to know about
the EELA Technical Manager and never
dared to ask .

“I was born in Catania (Italy) 43 years
ago and, since I was 16, I have fallen
in love with sciences in general and with
physics in particular. I hold both a degree
and a Ph.D. in Physics from the
University of Catania and, in the last 20
years, I have taken active part in several
nuclear and particle physics experiments
run in many laboratories in Europe and
in the rest of the world.
“At present, I’m professor at the
Department of Physics and Astronomy
of the University of Catania. I’m in the
Grid “business” since 1999 and, since then, I have participated
in several large projects on Grid Computing: DataGrid and
EGEE. At the moment, besides EELA, I’m currently involved
in EGEE-II, EUChinaGrid, EUIndiaGrid, EUMedGrid, and
ICEAGE projects, in addition to several national and regional
grid projects in Italy.

“Grids are for me not a goal but rather a mean, a way to
enable e-Science and then induce the development of countries
and societies. This is why I’m strongly involved in Grid support
actions to foster and implement grid technologies in several
parts of the world where the digital divide is still an issue.
Being a teacher, I’m mainly interested in grid training, education,
and know-how transfer in general.

“For what concerns the character, I’m a very pragmatic person
and I’m always “open” and “direct” in my relationships with
other individuals.

“Having always been a very busy person who loves his job,

I never payed too much attention to private life but since three
years I’m engaged with Lidya, a beautiful person who
understands my commitments and my scientific “mission” and
tries to follow me in my travels around the world whenever
she can”.

“THE Test”, Roberto, complete the following
sentences:

Before EELA you use to relate the word “Grid” with…
Before EELA I was already involved in other Grid Projects so
I used to give to “Grid” the meaning we all know.

Your favourite concept is…
The fact that, thanks to EELA, we will do something concrete
to foster technological development in general and e-Science
in particular.

Another good name for the EELA project could be…
GRID4LA

No, no, just kidding… Of course to know the TEB you need
more information than the positions and names of the people
that are part of it, so, here we invite you to know them in a
different way. Not a very serious one, for that you can go to
the EELA Technical Annex or to Google to find some
professional information. Here we invite you to know them by
their own words… (in most of the cases), but if the profile that
you will find of them doesn’t tell you too much, you can check
how they complete very simple sentences.

So, this is when you will know everything or at least a good
portion of what you always wanted to know about the people
that work in the TEB, but never dared to ask.

The order in which this caring and coherent (between many
other fantastic qualities) people is presented it does not mean
a thing and of course it is not important: the order of the
factors does not alter the result.



No matter what, I still believe in… In the human network
we will create with EELA and in its power to go beyond borders
and different cultures.

In the second year of EELA Project I expect… The important
milestones reached by EELA in its first year have set important
expectations for the second year of the project. I expect to
see a stronger consolidation of the EELA “team spirit”, the

timely fulfilment of all the objectives described in the work
plan, and a real progress towards the enactment of long-term
National Grid Initiatives in Latin America.

When I’ve got spare time I love to… Read books and listen
to classical music.

Rafael Mayo, Work Package 3 Manager:

“My mother had the luck to give birth to me by the 72; luck
not because I had been or not an exemplary son, but because
she finally got rid off the annoyances and discomfort of been
a pregnant woman.

“Of my most tender childhood I do not remember too much,
because although some people say that God gave me the
memory of an elephant, it is obvious that I use it rather little.
However, I do remember my first days in the Ramiro de Maeztu
school, a school of Madrid famous for being cradle of one of
the Spanish basketball teams, the one called Estudiantes.
Not to be reactionary with its history and to take advantage
of the height that it is said that I inherit of my greats-grandfather,
I enlisted myself in the inferior categories of Estudiantes and
I began my modest basketball carrier while I was taking my
first studies.

“It seemed that things were marching well and that I was going
to be able to live by putting a ball in a hoop, but still in my
scholar age, my family, and I with them, moved to live to San
Lorenzo of El Escorial, that was the end of my sport possibility.
So, without forgetting my sport vein, I had to focus in the
studies, in a school that there is in the Monastery of El Escorial,
that is mainly a very famous monument in Spain since there
are buried almost all the kings who we have had from Carlos
I.

“I have always enjoyed to play and to do sports, although I
have to recognize that I enjoy it only if it is a ball involved;
nothing of gymnasium, to run, cycling, swimming... For that
reason, I ended up practicing -in a more modest level- volleyball
and, like a good frustrated basketball player, training adults
and seniors.

“So a day arrived in which I finished the institute and I had to
decide what to do of there in ahead. Not to get bored, I
registered myself in the Faculty of Physical Sciences of the
Universidad Complutense of Madrid and I also began to work
in the afternoons in my old school, you know, to earn a little
money to spend in weekends.

“After ending my superior studies, I left the work in the school
and I stayed in the university to do some research with lasers.
As informatics was a reality in all the scenarios of life, I
alternated the laboratory with courses in programming and
so I did my first softwares that were applied to which I had
previously measured.



“Because I had "enjoyed the taste" of alternate study and
work, I began to work like network operator in the Main
Directorate of the Police, reason why I use to pass noon with
cops and routers and the other half with the lasers. And thus
I carry on and on until finally they got tired of me in the Faculty
and they gave me the Doctorate in Atomic Physics.

“That’s when I started at CIEMAT, where after working a time
in the servers administration, I started to work in the EELA
project, of which I wont tell you anything because after a year
of work, you already know everything what I have helped to
do. Don’t you?

“Well, a little more… The typical things: my hobbies are to
read, the music, the sports, etc. etc. Of course, I still go to the
basketball court to see Estudiantes whenever they play as
locals and living in San Lorenzo of El Escorial, that although
it could seem that it truncated my professional sport carrier,
is the best town of Spain  – for me, obviously - and where my
family is settled and also live a pile of friends with whom I do
a million things that I will tell you in another delivery...”

“THE Test”, Rafael, complete the following
sentences:

Before EELA you use to relate the word “Grid” with…
Uff… Before EELA I could take Grid as the usual concept of
“grill bars” or, even better, the topic related to the formation

of the F1 cars before the start, but, in fact, I knew about it
because of the HEP due to my studies in Nuclear physics.

What a like most in the EELA project is… Meeting new
people and, in the same way, learn of them. The fact of knowing
many people involve in many tasks brings to all of us a great
chance to enhance our capabilities. And, of course, drink a
good wine all together from time to time…

Another good name for the EELA project could be… I
passed my education time with numbers and formulas! I ain’t
good in that kind of matters. May be GLUE Grid for Latin-
America Under European support?

No matter what, I still believe in… the effort and work of
many people working in WP3 and EELA. They could be late,
but I’m sure all of us will be successful.

In the second year of EELA Project I expect… to achieve
all the milestones and foreseen actions that we are facing as
well as base the actions for a second Project. And, of course,
keep on drinking good wine all together

When I’ve got spare time I love to… listen music in a CD/mp3
or in the theatres, play any kind of sports (going to the stadiums
or watch them on TV, too), read a good book… And, above
all, go out with friends!

Bernard Maréchal, Deputy Project
Coordinator:

Before reading Bernard’s profile, please have in
mind that these are not his words. He ask us to
write it, taking as basis the resume that it was
published in the EELA Technical Annex. So, we
decided to do that but in our own way, which is
basically adding some information that we have
acquire during a year of knowing him and of chatting
(mostly gossiping) with some friends that had him
as university professor.

It is said that Bernard Marie Maréchal was born in
Youssoufia, Morocco, in 1942; for the Chinese
culture, the year of the Horse, which means that he
is a Horse in the Chinese Horoscope… Let’s find
out what does this mean: The people born in the
year of the Horse are popular and mentally fast,
very sensual, sociable and warm, observant and
very talkative. As they are excessively changeable



they are very impulsive in their ways to act. Unpredictable,
the Horse does fall in love and stop loving easily. At a very
early age, the Horse will be independent, self confident,
energetic, impetuous and even reckless. It is very difficult to
satisfy a Horse and this applies to everything. A Horse loves
freedom and to discover the pleasures of adventure.

Now, hold tight to your chair and take a look to his very active
and itinerant carrier during his first professional years (try to
not get dizzy): In 1964 at the University of Grenoble (France),
he was graduated in Physics. Since 1969 he holds a Doctorat
ès-Sciences Physiques from the University of Paris. He worked
at CERN, as Fellow in the Track Chamber Division (TC), from
1965 to 1969 and at CBPF (Centro Brasileiro de Pesquisas
Físicas - Rio de Janeiro - Brazil) from October 1969 to
December 1970, as Visiting Professor. Back to CERN in 1971,
he worked again in TC division until September of 1974.

1974, exactly 10 years after getting his graduate degree he
stop running or flying over the Atlantic, yes because since that
year he is well established in Brazil, starting in Brasilia, were
he spent two years at the UnB (Universidade de Brasília) as
Visiting Professor. Since October of 1976 he is Professor at
the Physics Institute of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro
(IF/UFRJ - Brazil) where he created and coordinated the LFA
(Laboratório de Física Aplicada) and the LAPE (Laboratório
de Física de Partículas Elementares), participating in CERN
experiments (DELPHI and LHCb) and, during two years, in
the Pierre Auger Project. It has been said that professor
Maréchal use to ride a motorcycle, he was a boom rider, and
young girls students use to wait to see him passing in the
street just to dream a little with some “elementary particle
physics”.  It has been also said that apart from that charm that
he exudes, he is very good professor and a good friend for
his students.

Active in Experimental Particle Physics, Nuclear Instrumentation
(development of gaseous detectors) and Distance Education
at CECIERJ/CEDERJ (Brazil) where he coordinates the physics
laboratories, Bernard was a rugby player and is a judo black
belt. Believe it or not: he is… so, if you want a good advice,
think it twice before getting mad with him (we have warned
you). He has also been Vice-Director and then Director of the
IF/UFRJ. He coordinated several international projects under
the umbrella of the agreement between CNRS/France and
CNPq/Brazil. Black belt!

What else? Mmm… he is passionate. You don’t trust me?
How would you call a person that when is angry or happy can
put 15 exclamation marks after a word when he writes
e m a i l s ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  A h ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

H o w ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  T e l l
me!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

“THE Test” Bernard, complete the following
sentences:

Before EELA you use to relate the word "Grid" with… To
be honest, I discovered the meaning of "GRID" thanks to
EELA!

What I like most in the EELA project is… A new way of life
... after more than 40 years of particle physics.

Another good name for the EELA project could be…
EGRILA: Expanding GRId in Latin America.

No matter what, I  stil l  believe in… Miracles.

In the second year of EELA Project I expect… to work less
and to see some friends working more.

When I've got spare time I love to… wow ... it is a secret!

TEBzone



Claudio Cherubino:

Hi, so you really want to know something about me?

Well, I was born in Catania in 1981 and 23 years later I
graduated in Computer Science.

Since 2001 I worked as a freelance ICT consultant, focusing
on rich web applications, mainly with PHP and MySQL. Starting
from January 2006 I entered the grid computing world, joining
the EELA project at INFN Catania.

While not working I like reading, watching movies and most
of all staying with my beautiful girlfriend!

“THE Test” Claudio, complete the following
sentences:

Before EELA you use to relate the word “Grid” with…  Before
joining EELA the only Grid computing project that I was aware
of was SETI@Home, the one whose aim was to search for
Extraterrestrial Intelligence. At that time I didn’t know how it
worked, but surely it provided the users with a cool screensaver!

What I like most in the EELA project is… that we are really
creating a “human network” between the two continents and
not just sharing infrastructures. We are not developing a

Leandro Neumann Ciuffo:

“I am the newest member of EELA’s Family (at least by now).
 I jumped on the boat around 4 months ago, after a very long
“visa soap opera“. I explain: to be authorized to work in Italy,
I had to prove to the Italian consulate that I was not a terrorist
or even an unemployed Brazilian trying to escape to Europe
(bureaucratic procedures, sometimes it is needed).

“I took both my graduation and master degree course in
Computer Science. My research/interest area used to be
“Semantic Web”, “Human Computer Interaction” and
“Recommender Systems”. Now, It changed to: “Organization
of Knowledge Dissemination Events”, “GRID projects around
the world” and “How to write good reports for the EC reviewers”
:-)

“Before coming to Italy, I was starting to work as a professor
in some private universities in Brazil. Moreover, I was going
to get married. I dropped everything to stay here, to immerge
in a new culture, a new language and to travel a lot”.

“THE Test” Leandro, complete the following
sentences:

Before EELA you use to relate the word “Grid” with…  A
long time ago, very before EELA’s age, I used to associate

Work Package 4 Managers:



computing middleware, but a strong collaboration among
people coming from different countries and cultures.

Another good name for the EELA project could be… “enjoy
working with great people from the other side of the world”

No matter what, I still believe in… myself, I think that working
hard we can always accomplish our goals.

In the second year of EELA Project I expect… more and
more people to be attracted by the project, thanks to our
commitment and to the good results of our initiatives. I also
expect a lot of interest for the results of the EELA applications
and the ones developed during the First EELA Grid School
(EGRIS-1).

When I’ve got spare time I love to… read books, especially
science fiction and fantasy. The problem is that I’m not having
a lot of spare time, so I read mainly on the airplanes while
traveling back and forth between Italy and the rest of the world!

the word “grid” with those guide lines used in graphic
applications, as Corel Draw. When I was studying Computer
Science, someone told me that grid was a kind of “cluster of
clusters”.

What a like most in the EELA project is… Probably the same
everybody likes: the contact network. Moreover, the opportunity
of being part of a team that is “paving the way for the regional
e-Infrastructure integration”, “building a bridge between EU
and LA” and all those engineering analogies. :-)

Another good name for the EELA project could be…  Should
I invent a new fantastic abbreviation? It could be GIBELA
(Grid e-Infrastructure Between Europe and Latin America) or
 ELAHuN (Euro-Latin American Human Network) or just "Latin
Grid". Definitively, today is not one of my most creative days.
Anyway, for me “EELA” is a very good name. It is already
fixed in my mind.

No matter what, I still believe in… Actually, I believe a lot of
things, until the last minute, but just keeping my answer in the
EELA context, as a good half-manager I would answer: ...in
the success of the EELA project.

In the second year of EELA Project I expect… to arise the
awareness of the project as much as possible and, of course,
to accomplish all goals foreseen in the Technical Annex.
Personally, I expect to keep learning a lot and to attend the
“EELA Family’s” expectations.

When I’ve got spare time I love to… Today, I am using my
free time to travel around. But usually, when I have spare time
I love to invent something new to make me busy.

Claudio...

Leandro...



Diego Carvalho, Work Package 2
Manager:

Prologue: “I think that it's boring to tell about myself...”, these
were Diego’s words. It was Friday 15th of December and he
was lost in the Lost Island of Itacuruçá... and I was lost and
despered waiting for his quotes for the bulletin. Thank’s to
MSN and my power to convince people by telling them how
despered I am feeling, we decided that he was going to pass
me raugh important information about him, and that I would
do some questions to him to fill the gaps, all these using as
a basis a little profile that he has published on his own webpage.
So, this is not exactly the way that Diego present himself, not
exactly my own version of Diego profile, but a mixture of all
that plus some extra bonus that were possible to get by MSN
in a connection that was quite funny.

Diego Carvalho, was born in Rio de Janeiro in 1970 under
the lunatic star of Cancer (if you know anything about
horoscopes you will understan the “lunatic” characteristic of
Cancer, if you don’t... mmm... sorry, you will have to find out).
On his 36, Diego confess that he cannot live without five super
important things: his iBook, his Canon (he is a really good
photographer, and a quite good paparazi), his XS or 212
(perfums, not codes), his kitchen (he loves to cook, and his
favourite dish is the Brazilian Barbecue, the “Churrasco”) and
his home theatre. This last point takes us to Diego’s favourite
TV shows and movies. The list is very long, so, take a breath
and go!

TV shows: Coupling (BBC Original), NOVA (PBS), Enterprise,
Star Trek, TNG. I wonder why he didn’t mention LOST, because
I remember that months ago we talked and talked about this
show by MSN... anyway, that’s a mistery that it wont be solved
now.

Movies: The Rope (A.Hitchcok), La nuit americaine (F.Truffaut),
Scarface (B. De Palma), Carlito's way (B. De Palma), Godfather
(F.F.Copola), Platoon (O.W.Stone), Chinatown (R.Polanski),
Le hussard sur le toit (JP.Rappeneau), Blade Runner (R.Scott),
Gandhi (R.Attenborough), French connection (W.Friedkin),
L'Appât (B.Tavernier), Cidade de Deus (F.Meirelles),
Trainspotting (D.Boyle), Le fabuleux destin d'Amélie Poulain
(JP.Jeunet) and The name of the rose (JJ.Annaud).

Quite an impressive selection, no? Well, having in mind how
much does Diego like photography, and remembering the
story of Amélie Poulain, I wonder if he ever had the idea of
playing tricks to anyone with photos of a clay dwarf ... anyway,
what I’m sure of is that he didn’t play any tricks with photos
to find to the love of his life, I’m talking about Luciana a nice

Brazilian physician with whom he will get marry next 5th of
January. Yes, Diego has a sweet heart and he will say: I do!

Let’s move to his professional life. Diego is an Assistant
Professor at the Department of Production Engineering of the
Federal Centre of Technology of Rio de Janeiro (CEFET-RJ,
Brazil) and, amongst other research activities, he collaborates
with the Central Computing Facility of the Physics Institute of
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (IF/UFRJ), where he
coordinates the Network and Grid innovation programme. He
graduated in Production Engineering (Escola Politécnica/UFRJ)
and holds a Master's Degree in Systems Engineering and
Computer Science (COPPE/UFRJ). He worked at the DELPHI
Experiment (CERN) as a Computer scientist expert in Complex
Distributed Real Time Data Acquisition & Control Systems
and acted as a project manager in several object oriented
software development projects sponsored by the National
Council for Scientific and Technological Development
(CNPq/Brazil). His professional experience covers diverse



areas such as object oriented design, distributed systems,
network engineering, parallel architectures and grid
technologies. He is member of IEEE since 2000.

What else, what else? Well, Diego’s favourite drinks are
Whiskey and wine, and probably he enjoys them with his
eldest friend: his dad. During high school he use use to play
handball. What else... (I’m sure I’m missing something...), yes!
of course! Could you imagine Diego singing? Well, actually
he does, he does it in the shower and when his driving, “I sing
almost anything... I'm eclectic for music...”, these are his words,
but no matter how eclectic he is, he likes “The Corrs”, and
when he confess that to me, I cannot stop imagining him
singing to Luciana, “Leave me breathless”

“THE Test” Diego, complete the following
sentences:

Before EELA you use to relate the word "Grid" with…
Distributed Computing... I've worked for 3 years at CERN...

It's impossible to have a different concept about Grid.

What I like most in the EELA project is…well... tough
question... This project is almost a son for me...  Well... I'm
very cosmopolitan... So I do love to work in International
Collaborations...

Another good name for the EELA project could be…
controlled mess...

No matter what, I still believe in… peace... We make science
to put opposite sides working together...

In the second year of EELA Project I expect…Go toward
a Production Quality Grid!!!

When I've got spare time I love to… travel to rest... not to
work...

Jesús Casado, Project Coordinator:

“I was born in Madrid (Spain) 51 years ago and I studied
Telecommunications Engineering at the Polytechnic University
in Madrid. I have been working in Computing Science since
I was 18, I worked on the first computer that was installed in
Spain -IBM- I still remember the code machine programming
and the trendy Assembler and Fortran II compilers. In the
80’s I spent three years at CERN as an Electronic Engineer
in the LEP construction and as a Network Manager for the
Decnet network.

“Once I returned to Madrid I worked at Ciemat in several
computing posts ranging from system administrator to Head
of Computing Area. I was in charge of the installation and
running of the biggest computer in Spain until the appearance
of Mare Nostrum Computer in Barcelona. I couldn’t forget
my teacher activity so I taught Computing Science at several
Spanish universi t ies,  publ ic  and pr ivate ones.

“At the present time, I am Head of Computing Architecture
Area at Ciemat and Project Coordinator of EELA. I also work
simultaneously on other Grid activities at Centro Extremeño
de Tecnologías Avanzadas (CETA-CIEMAT) and at Spain
National Grid.

“My life has changed a lot since the launching of EELA and
I am very happy to work within this exciting project, though
my family sometimes doesn’t feel the same.

“I am married and I have 3 children, but big ones!, who share
my computing interest in their university studies.



“I am very interested in the development of Grid technology
in Spain and in Latin-American countries because I believe
it is the key for the future development of Science, Industry
and Society.”

“THE Test” Jesús, complete the following
sentences:

Before EELA you use to relate the word “Grid” with…Ê High
Energy Physics, Ciemat has a lot of tradition in HEP
experiments and some time ago I collaborated with these
people, but I know it is difficult to associate grid with computing

What a like most in the EELA project is… to manage a project
based in new technology with a future impact in Society.

Another good name for the EELA project could be… Extension
of EGEE to Latin America

No matter what, I still believe in… Grid can improve life quality
of cit izens and facil i tate countries development.

In the second year of EELA Project I expect… Everybody
works and accompl ishes his/her commitments.

When I’ve got spare time I love to… devote my time to my
family and my hobbies.

TEBzone
Final Stop



EGRIS-1

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OBTAINED AT THE LOST
ISLAND
December 12, 2006: the news nº 8th is published in the EGRIS-1 Website: “The dream
became reality! Egris-1 is one week old and .... it is a success”; the report is written
by Bernard Maréchal, one of the first EELA Grid School organizers. The whole EELA
team starts to feel the taste of a great success, one that started to be written in
Itacuruçá (Brazil), now known as the “Lost Island”, six months ago, during the
second EELA Workshop. Now that the lights of the class room are turned off, and
Itacuruçá has no Grid-techies on its surface, is time to put EGRIS-1 under the
microscope to know what were the achievements and if all the effort was worth it.

María José López Pourailly

“EGRIS NEWS (8)

“The dream became reality! Egris-1 is one week old and .... it is a success.

“We set up here, in the Itacuruçá Island, a complete and independent grid
(The Lost Island Grid) to be used during the ROC on Duty tutorial and the
EELA Grid School.

“We have four sites, each one being composed of a Computing Element,
a Storage Element,  User Interfaces and Worker Nodes.

“Some central services are also running here: BDII, Resource Broker, LFC,
AMGA, VOMS, MyProxy and RGMA.

“We are using a SAM instance, also installed in the island, to monitor most
of the gLite services and also some ad-hoc tests to monitor the services
not covered by SAM, like user interfaces and worker nodes.

“”We are running also a blog at http://egris200.eela.ufrj.br/ so you can
follow the day-by-day life of the school.

“The last but not the least: we are connected to the rest of the world via
a dedicated broad band link of 10 Mb/s.”

Prof. Bernard M. Maréchal
EELA Deputy Project Coordinator

On October 27th of 2006, 38 days before the starting of EGRIS-
1, the EELA Grid School Selection Board and the EELA
Technical Executive Board announced the results of the
applications proposals.  In alphabetic order, the applications
that won the right to be gridified and ported to the EELA Grid
during the School were:

1) Climate applications, proposed by UC (Spain), SENAMHI
(Peru) and UDEC (Chi le) -  EELA appl icat ions.

2) Dist Simulation of Multiple Events, proposed by UNESP

(Brazil), UNICAMP (Brazil) and USP (Brazil) - non-EELA
application.

3) EMBOSS, proposed by UNAM (Mexico) - non-EELA
application.

4) LEMDist, proposed by UNAM (Mexico) - EELA application.

5) LMS in Grid Env, EELA application proposed by CITMATEL
(Cuba) - non-EELA partner - and CUBAENERGIA (Cuba) -
EELA partner.



6) SATyrus, proposed by UFRJ (Brazil) - EELA application.

7) SegHidro, proposed by UFCG (Brazil) - non-EELA
application.

8) VoD, proposed by UFRJ (Brazil) and CEDERJ (Brazil) -
EELA application.

Eight new applications were chosen. In this step we have to
stop for a while. Why? Simple: The impact of the EELA project
depends upon an adequate identification of applications really
benefiting from the use of a Grid-empowered e-Infrastructure,
and of interest for research communities in Europe and Latin
America and this is the main task of the Work Package 3 -
Identification and Support of Grid Enhanced Applications
(WP3). So, we spoke with Rafael Mayo, WP3 Manager, about
these applications.

“Twelve applications applied for EGRIS-1 from both EELA
and non EELA institutions. As aforementioned, eight of them
were accepted due to the number of students that the venue
could hold. Among these 12 applications, we had covered
different topics such as Climate, e-Learning, Biomedicine or
Computational Intelligence”, says Mayo who also expects that
“the four applications that were dropped out will apply again

for EGRIS-2 in 2007”.

Of course, as it was about choosing, to know what were the
criteria that let those eight applications to be chosen is
important, and the WP3 Manager summarizes those criteria
as follows: “We tried to spread our action field as much as
possible in order to do an analytical selection. Thus, we had
in mind aspects such as the topic (with special attention to
EELA ones), the characteristics (MPI, CPU/Data intensive,
interaction, etc), if it had an interface to Grid, the number of
people who was going to develop the application after the
school and their previous experience or the estimated schedule
for porting the application to the Grid. According to the answers,
points were assigned to the different applications and the
ones with the highest scores were accepted”.

The next questions is pretty obvious: Talking about these eight
new applications, what is their importance in the EELA WP3
scenario, and what are the benefits that they will bring into
the EELA e-Infrastructure? The answer, of course, is given
by Rafael Mayo: “As I have said, we took special care of those
applications which are related to the already EELA fields, i.
e. Biomedicine, HEP, Climate and e-Learning. Even more,
those fields not previously considered in EGEE, but in EELA
(Climate and e-Learning) have a special score. In this way,

First official photo of the EGRIS-1 group, at Itacuruçá.



add new applications will strengthen our position in the Grid
Projects scenario and will offer us the chance to work with
new people with new ideas. Besides of that, EELA is open to
new scientific or industrial fields and we have worked with Dr.
Vicinanza in Volcanoes sonification, so we are willing to have
new applications and that is why we’ll do an EGRIS-2 in
Venezuela”.

The importance of a Grid School

“This advanced school is the most important knowledge
dissemination event of the first year of the EELA project. It
helped both existing partners and new research groups to
integrate their applications on the EELA grid infrastructure”,
say  Claudio Cherubino and Leandro Neumann Ciuffo, WP4
(Dissemination) Managers. And their asseveration is fully
supported by Bernard Maréchal, EELA Deputy Project
Coordinator, and Diego Carvalho (WP2 - Pilot Testbed
Operation and Support, Manager), one of the local organizers
of EGRIS-1, who is strict when talking about the main
importance of this first School: “EGRIS-1 triggered and boosted
a fruitful actual interaction between WP2 and WP3 and actually
launched the applications gridification”.

Diego Carvalho takes a little more time to evaluate the
importance of these huge training event: “When Bernard and
I decided to create EGRIS, we were thinking about the need
for WP2 to get acquainted with all potential applications in
order to mould the WP2 level of service to them. After several
conversations with Pedro Henrique Rausch (Task 2.3 Leader),
we decided that it was feasible to build a brand new grid
infrastructure exclusive to the school, so we decided to invite
all WP2 site managers to the so called "ROC on duty tutorial",
where they were supposed to build this new infrastructure
and learn about specific WP2 protocols, procedures, monitoring
and support systems. So, this school, with the help of WP4
tutors, is the most important EELA driving force, bringing
together every important piece of the project in the Island”.

And the ball did roll: on December 4th EGRIS-1 became a
reality. 45 persons, including students, tutors and organizers,
arrived to the Island of Itacuruçá in Brazil. Two weeks devoted
to Grid, to the Applications gridification… almost an EELA
Grid confinement. But a good confinement, as good as to
have time to make fun and call the Grid settled at Itacuruçá
the “Lost Island Grid”.

We asked the organizers which were the main difficulties of
organizing an event of this magnitude. These are their answers:

Bernard Maréchal: “More than a difficulty: a challenge!!! We

installed 66 nodes and a link at 10 Mbit/s, working 24/24 during
2 weeks, in a tropical island”.

Diego Carvalho: “The logistics and technology. The local
organizing committee (LOC) made a dream come true.  The
LOC got more than 200 computer items transported to the
Island (yes, by boat), got built a 40 kVA electrical infrastructure
and 100 kBTU air-conditioning system, and got working a 10
Mbit/s radio network link over water”.

Gridifying

It is quite obvious that EGRIS-1 was almost a titanic human
effort, one that didn’t only challenge the knowledge
dissemination capacities of the EELA team, but also the
geography and the infrastructure. But before talking about
results, before start clapping our hands, it is important to talk
about the gridification of the chosen applications. This was
the focus in the interview that we had with Diego Carvalho.

Eight new applications were chosen to be gridified during the
school. Was this objective achieved?
“More than that, four applications can be deployed without
any modification in the Pilot Testbed. This was due to the
following: we decided to mix WP2 Task 2.3 and WP4 into the
tutor team. This collaboration was very fruitful because the
experience exchange between those work packages was
what we needed to achieve this great success”.

What is the importance of these for the pilot testbed operation?
“Right now we have a deep understanding of every application
and with this clear picture we can answer any request for
other demanding applications”.

What will be the challenge of these new applications in terms
of support?
“Meet the Technical Annex metrics”.

Of course not only Diego Carvalho has something to say in
this point, the opinion of the WP3 Manager is of high
importance. So we asked Rafael Mayo if he would say that
it is a success for EELA to have these new eight applications
gridified. And this is what he answered: “Absolutely yes. Some
of them are already selected applications to be gridified in
EELA and the European Commission will require us for that,
so it is clear their importance. Nevertheless, there are also
accepted applications which don’t belong to this group and
will incorporate to EELA getting both sides a symbiotic benefit.
EELA must have a distinctive sign from other Grid Projects
and all these new applications help in this way. That is why
EELA is doing a big effort supporting EGRIS-1 with skilled



tutors and with a minimum registration fee for the students”.

But it is impossible, or at least not fair to talk about success
if you don’t measure your work. And the tutors of EGRIS-1
had this in mind when they asked all the students to fill  in an
evaluation form. This evaluation questionnaire had 41 items
that the students had to rank with marks from 1 to 6. Among
the questions, 36 were about the goals of EGRIS, 1 was “not
achieved” and 6 meant “very well achieved”; the other questions
were about Event Materials, Lab Exercises, Advertising &
Registration, Facilities and Overall evaluation. The global rate
for EGRIS-1 was an impressive 5.22/6.

When the EELA Grid came to Itacuruçá

As we all know now, the EELA project has established in the
Island of Itacuruçá a very important part of its history. First,
the brainstorming meeting (January 2005) to define the future
project, then the EELA Second Workshop, and now EGRIS-
1… we owe a  part of the EELA development to that island…
yes we do. But let’s not loose the focus of this report. Till now
we have talked about of almost every issue related to the
School, but we haven’t talked about the structure that was
defined for EGRIS-1 training, and that’s exactly what we asked
to the WP4 Managers, Claudio Cherubino and Leandro
Neumann Ciuffo, and this is what they told us: “Before EGRIS-
1, we organized a very advanced Tutorial called “ROC on
Duty”, aimed to provide special skills to system administrators.
Moreover, during this particular event, all required Grid services
were installed locally in order to be used in the school. This
previous hard work allowed the EGRIS-1 attendees to deploy
their applications on a EELA-like infrastructure and not just
on a training one”.

Leandro, Claudio, how would you score the EGRIS-1 in terms
of quality of training?
“There is no other possible definition than "a tremendous
success!" All goals foreseen were accomplished and all
students learned and worked a lot, while really enjoying this

special training experience. Now, all teams have the necessary
knowledge to gridify their applications and port them to the
EELA infrastructure. Moreover, the feedback form results
presented the highest grade we ever received, concerning all
dissemination events organized in the first year of the project.
So, if we really have to evaluate EGRIS-1, the only choice is
the maximum grade or 100%”.

Well, there’s not much more to tell. At Itacuruçá the EELA
Squad score a new goal… so, after a success like this, we
just have to clap our hands and, of course, ask if there is
going to be a sequel for this EGRIS-1, and with the answers
of Bernard Maréchal, Diego Carvalho and of Claudio Cherubino
and Leandro Neumann Ciuffo, we put the final dot to this
report.

Do you think it should be done an EGRIS-2? What would you
think it should be done in a different way?

Bernard Maréchal: “The success of EGRIS-1 makes an EGRIS-
2 mandatory. In my humble opinion, the second edition should
be quite identical to the first one. An actual support from
REACCIUN (the Venezuelan NREN) could help a lot saving
money”.

Diego Carvalho: “Yes, I do think it is profitable to have a
second school. Well, about the second question, I analysed
the feedback questionnaires and our students said that they
would have used a little more of free time”.

Claudio Cherubino and Leandro Neumann Ciuffo: “Looking
at the result of this first event, we will be very glad to organize
EGRIS-2 in 2007. We will be satisfied if it achieves the same
performance as EGRIS-1, what we expect is to have more
non-EELA applications interested in joining our Grid
Infrastructure”.



FP7:

INFORMATION SESSION ON RESEARCH
INFRASTRUCTURES
An information session about Research Infrastructures in Framework Programme
7 (FP7) of European Union was held in Brussels on 27th October 2006. During this
session there were several presentations concerning next FP7 financing and
objectives.

Jesús Casado Barrio

FP7 will cover the period from 2007 to 2013, and financing
wil l  be distributed in the following programmes:

* Cooperation           32,413 M€
* Euratom 4,062 M€
* JRC 1,751 M€
* Capacities 4,097 M€
* People 4,750 M€
* Ideas   7,510 M€

Research Infrastructures is a part of the Capacities Programme
(http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/capacities/) and it will have a
budget of 1,715 M€, understood as Research Infrastructures
facilities, resources and related services used by the scientific
community for conducting leading-edge research and
knowledge transmission, knowledge exchanges and knowledge
preservation. This budget has been increased by 30% with
respect to the same chapter in FP6.

FP7 will continue supporting existing research infrastructures
integrating activities to promote the coherent use and
development of research infrastructures in given fields and
supporting scientific research based in ICT e-infrastructures.
Also FP7 will increase support to new infrastructures promoting
design studies and supporting the construction of new
infrastructures and major upgrades to existing ones.

Research Infrastructures in FP7 will be divided in the following
activities:

* Existing Infrastructures
o Integrating activities
o e-infrastructures

* New Infrastructures
o Design studies
o Construction

* Policy development and Programme Implementation

Integrating activity projects aim at better structuring and
integrating the way research infrastructures operate and
develop, opening and optimising the access to and the use
of existing research infrastructures and also structuring and
integrating the operation of research infrastructures, and
fostering their joint development.

E-Infrastructures projects have as objective the promotion of
an ICT-based environment, in which all researchers have an
easy-to-use controlled access to unique or distributed scientific
facilities, regardless of their type and location in the world.

Main orientations for these projects are:

* Support the further evolution and deployment of grid
and networking infrastructures.
* Promote a coordinated and federated approach in
the deployment of data infrastructures.
* Foster the creation of HPC facilities in Europe.
* Support emergence of new organisational models for
service provisioning in the domain of grid and data
infrastructures.
* Foster adoption of e-Infrastructures by user
communities.
* Support resource sharing policy initiatives (e-IRG…).
* Promote international cooperation.

In this issue there will be several calls for proposal in early
2007 in the following subjects:



1. Scientific Digital Repositories (15 M€)
2. Deployment of e-Infrastructures for new Scientific
Communities (27 M€)
3. e-Science Grid Infrastructures (50 M€)

At the end of 2007 there will be another call concerning GEANT
(95 M€) and Scientific Data Infrastructures (20 M€).

Design studies aim at the conceptual design for new
infrastructures with clear European dimension and interest.
Construction will be based on the creation of new
infrastructures, and the list of projects to be supported will be
based on the work conducted by ESFRI project.
(http://cordis.europa.eu/esfri/).

Policy development and Programme implementation activities
will search for studies, conferences and coordination actions
for policy development, including international cooperation,
coordination actions to support emerging needs, network of
National Contact Point (NCP), and ERA-NET for research
infrastructures.

EELA should take advantage of these calls and try to create
a new EELA2, continuation of EELA, to assure the continuity,
extension and sustainability of Grid infrastructure and
applications already developed in all countries of Latin America.

Next stop:

3rd EELA WORKSHOP IN PERU
Lima, the Peruvian capital, will be the venue of the 3rd EELA Workshop that is going
to be carried out at the Las Americas Hotel, in January 11th and 12th 2007. Registrations
are available on-line.

Leandro Neumann Ciuffo

The Third EELA Workshop will take place in Lima, 6 months
after the previous one held in the Brazilian island of Itacuruçá.
In the meanwhile, the Work Package 4 – Dissemination and
Training Activities- has received several registrations from
new communities interested in joining EELA, five of them from
Peru. Thanks to the local organizing committee led by
SENAMHI staff, all the Peruvian ones were contacted and are
now supporting the event. They are: Centro Internacional de
la Papa (CIP), Universidad Nacional de Ingeniería (UNI),
Universidad San Martín de Porres (USMP), Universidad
Peruana Cayetano Heredia (UPCH - with two different
departments involved).

This workshop will offer a very good opportunity to know them
well. In the afternoon session of the first day, each Peruvian
community will provide a short presentation about itself.
Moreover, stands will be assembled in the venue to allow
them to expose their research activities during all day.

We’re also expecting the participation of local authorities, such
as the Ministry of Education, the president of the National

Council of Science and Technology and several universities’
chancellors and directors. One of the aims of this event is to
raise the awareness of e-Science research and to try to attract
new investments for grid initiatives in Peru.

The Workshop will be held in the Las Americas Hotel, in the
district of Miraflores, one of the wealthiest Lima’s tourist and
commercial zones. Only the first day will be open to the general
public. In the second day, all EELA members are invited to
attend the internal meeting, whose objective is to guide the
project managers and task leaders towards the preparation
of the reports for the European Commission review.

The registration will be open until the 3rd of January 2007
and the maximum foreseen number of registrants is 100.

More information at:
http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=63



6th EELA TUTORIAL (USERS AND SYSTEM
ADMINISTRATORS)
Hosted by RedIRIS
16 – 20 October 2006
Faculty of Computer Science of the Universidad Complutense
of Madrid
Attendance limited for both Tutorials (of users and
administrators) to a maximum of 40 students.

Antonio Fuentes Bermejo, RedIRIS

How many and what type
of assistants (profile of
them) had the 6th EELA
Tutorial  in Madrid?
Tutorial had two parts, one
for users and another one
for administrators. Most of
the assistants did register
in both tutorials. There
were only five people who
attended one course but
not the other. In both cases,
the course attendance was
totally filled, we had 40
students at each Tutorial
and  severa l  peop le
registered in a “waiting list”
for the next Tutorial.

The profile of the attendees
w a s  o f  t e c h n i c i a n

administrator of systems and infrastructures and of investigator
interested in the development of Grid applications, both from
universities and research centers.

Which one of both Tutorials woke up greater interest, the
one of users or the one of administrators?
Both Tutorials showed a similar interest, since for the users
it is also interesting to know how are the infrastructures
administered and for the administrators it is necessary to know
how does the service that they mantain work.
In terms of organization, what difficulties had RedIRIS to
fight with so to make an event of this relevance?
RedIRIS has an already demonstrated capacity in events
organization, in particular  Tutorials and other activities for the
academic community. For the accomplishment of these events,
RedIRIS usually counts with the collaboration of the institutions
affiliated to it. In this occasion, the collaboration came from
the Universidad Complutense of Madrid, which is one of the
most active centers in Grid technology.

According to your own point of view, which would you
say it was the fundamental relevance of this event?
As RedIRIS comes verifying from another type from events,
in this occasion this course also has waked up much interest
in the scientific community, and a proof of this is that there
have been 25 requests of attendance that could not be satisfied.

Which was the reception of the assistants?
The perception of the assistants has been very positive,
according to the data of the survey made at the end of the
two parts of the course.

Madrid, Mérida and La Plata

3 TUTORIALS, 3 EXPERIENCES, 3 VIEWS
From October to December three new EELA Tutorials were carried out in Spain and
Argentina. An important number of people have been inducted to Grid technologies
and the promises of knowledge dissemination that EELA did in its Technical Annex
are proved that can be well accomplished.

To know how these Tutorials were carried out, what was the perception and evaluation
of the attendees, and what is the evaluation of the people who work on them, we did
the same questions to one representative of each institution that carried out a
Tutorial. In the following lines you will know how a story of success is written.

María José López Pourailly



In a scale from 1 to 10, what qualification you would give
to the event and why?
9. The Tutorials were developed without problems and there
were no relevant issues.

Would RedIRIS organize another event of training like
this? When? What would you make different?
Indeed, RedIRIS has thought to organize, by the end of
February or beginning of March, another Tutorial in Madrid.
In fact, the managements for its organization have already
begun.

7th EELA TUTORIAL (FOR USERS)
Hosted by CETA-CIEMAT
7  – 9 November 2006
Mérida, Spain
Attendance limited to a maximum of 20 students.

Miguel Cárdenas, CIEMAT

How many and what type of assistants (profile of them)
had the 7th EELA Tutorial in Mérida?
We made a great effort so that the investigators of the University
of Extremadura approached the course to know the technology.
This caused that almost all the assistants were university

professors of scientific and technical areas. The number of
attendees was small, but the impact was enormous.

Which was the level of interest that the Tutorial woke up?
The course woke up great interest, as much that in some
cases we stayed up to two hours after the normal end of the
sessions of the course just to discuss examples of the use of
the distributed computation. The attendees understood the
limitations of an induction course, as it is the Tutorial for users,
and for that reason they asked us the organization of a longer
course to be able to gridify their applications. The University
of Extremadura and CETA-CIEMAT have understood the
demand and they have done it theirs. For it, we thought to
organize a factory of applications gridifying, in the autumn of
2007, within the scope of the EELA project activities.

In terms of organization, what difficulties had CETA
CIEMAT to fight with so to make an event of this relevance?
The truth is that the University of Extremadura and Fundecyt
were in charge of all the events logistics, relieving us of great
part of the non-technical tasks. This help made our work
simpler. We just had to concentrate ourselves in the academic
tasks.

According to your own point of view, which would you
say it was the fundamental relevance of this event?
From my point of view, the key was the power to join together,
during three days, a group of university professors, with a
high interest in the Grid technology and with desire to use it
for their own researches as soon as it is possible.

Which was the reception of the assistants?
Very, very, very positive. As I have said in my previous
comments, they were very receptive. They have already begun
to test the installation of the technology, besides to demand
guidance that helps them in the gridification of their applications.

In a scale from 1 to 10, what qualification you would give
to the event and why?
I am usually very critical with our work, since I believe that it
is the only way to surpass the obstacles. Hey! I do always
criticize in a constructive way, to each problem it is necessary
to contribute with a solution, and a plan B.

The attendance was not very prominent: 5.

But the assistants were highly motivated in the use of the
technology: 8.

The possibility of using the material of formation of EELA and
EGEE, and of GILDA environment: 9.



We were a novel teaching staff, and we have
a lot to do before become a "Nobel" teaching
staff: 6.
Would CETA CIEMAT organize another
event of training like this? When? What
would you make different?
"would organize". We are going to organize
one. In a meeting that we had in Granada
in November, the people in charge of
Computer Science of the University of Sevilla,
asked me to organize a similar event, a
"Users Tutorial " in Sevilla during the spring
 2007. Since then, I continue maintaining
contacts to make that event happen.
In addition to this "Users Tutorial ", we hope
to organize a course of applications
gridification in the autumn 2007, in
Extremadura.
Our forecasts are to create a local node of
GILDA. We are very thankful with the team
of Catania, but we want to contribute to
GILDA, since I believe that it is a great tool
for the formation of new "gridnauts".

In the photos, the EELA Tutorial in Mérida,
Spain.

8th EELA TUTORIAL (FOR USERS)
Hosted by UNLP
11 – 12 November 2006
La Plata, Argentina
http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=73

Alejandro Veiga, Universidad Nacional de La
Plata

How many and what type of assistants (profile of them)
had the 8th EELA Tutorial in La Plata?
The attendance was limited by invitation. Our group has
initiated contacts with other groups of research and with

communities that are outside of the academic scope that were
very interested in the Grid technology and also in the EELA
project. The idea of this tutorial was exactly to invite them to
introduce them to EELA, to our activities and to put them in
contact with the grid technology.

20 people with a good technical profile did participate in this
Tutorial. They knew quite a lot about Grid concepts. Apart
from people directly related to the UNLP EELA group, we had
guests from the University of Buenos Aires, from two
government ministries (Ministry of Health of the Province of
Buenos Aires and from the Public Management of the Nation),
and from REPSOL-YPF (oil industry).



The Faculty of Computer Science of the National University
of La Plata was the venue. We counted with a very comfortable
room with 20 workstations. We must thank Maria Teresa Dova
and Javier Díaz who were the ones who worked so that we
could count on all the resources necessary to carry out this
Tutorial.

Which was the level of interest that the Tutorial woke up?
It was really excellent. All the guests attended and participated
actively in the development of it. The good previous level of
knowledge of the participants allowed, in just two days, to
carry out a good number of practical exercises.

In terms of organization, what difficulties had UNLP to
fight with so to make an event of this relevance?
Although this type of events is frequent in our institution, this
Tutorial challenged the organization capacity of the group of
people involved in EELA. From my point of view, the test was
surpassed successfully. On the other hand, according to Maria
Teresa Dova, who talked with the people in charge of the
invited groups, we also achieved the objective of strengthen
our relation with those communities that are external to the
academic scope, with them we have now concrete plans for
a narrow collaboration in the future, with views even to the
second phase of EELA.

According to your own point of view, which would you
say it was the fundamental relevance of this event?
During this year, under the coordination of Roberto Barbera,
Christian Grünfeld and Matías Zabaljáuregui did actively
participate as instructors in several Tutorials. In these occasions
they were also the ones in charge of the theoretical and of
practice classes, showing a very good confidence in the
subject. From the point of view of the human resources, our
capacity of dissemination is in very good conditions.

Which was the reception of the assistants?
I believe that it was excellent. On one hand, the assistants of
UNLP directly related to EELA and to the Atlas experiment,
participated actively and they were very aware of the subject.
On the other hand, the participants that came from other
institutions were interested and they were led with much
seriousness to the Tutorial contents and, in fact, they are
already asking us when will we organize a new Tutorial!

In a scale from 1 to 10, what qualification you would give
to the event and why?
Without any doubts, a 10! The infrastructure was the appropriate
one and the previous preparation was also important for the
success of the event; here we must specially thank Roberto
Barbera and Claudio Cherubino who supported us in this task.

The tutors are very well prepared for this type of events and
they are very professional at the time of transmitting their
knowledge and of guiding the students in the exercises, etc.
The audience was of the appropriate level, and the interest
of the EELA project participant groups and of Grid technologies,
shows us that this type of dissemination is very important to
transfer the Grid capacities to other nonacademic scopes.

Would UNLP organize another event of training like this?
When? What would you make different?
We are considering organizing a new Tutorial, this time of
open attendance and with a greater number of participants.
We want to make it coincide with the EELA Workshop that
will be carried out in March in La Plata.



EELA SITES PASS WITHOUT ERRORS THROUGH
THE SAM TEST ING INFRASTRUCTURE

Pedro Henrique Rausch Bello, TL2.3

On October 16th, 2006, the EELA UFRJ Resource Centre passed for the first time in all the tests performed by Site Availability
Monitoring (SAM), a tool developed by the EGEE project to diagnose problems occurring in grid sites. This was the first time
a Resource Centre in EELA passes in all the tests at the same time.

Using the monitoring page, each site can find out the errors happening locally, and search for further information on the web,
both on EELA Resources such as the GOC page, and also on the EGEE resources.

Work is being conducted in Work Package 2 to focus the monitoring and problem resolution procedures around this tool. The
EELA ROC Team has been established to help Resource Centre administrators fix the problems encountered on their sites.
This team is constantly evolving, and a tutorial was held before the EGRIS-1 to train actual and future members of the operations
team.

Do you remember?

IF YOU DIDN’T YET, TAKE A LOOK TO
T H E  E E L A  C O N F E R E N C E
PRESENTATIONS VIDEOS
You weren’t able to assist to the First EELA Conference and you have heard that its contents were
important? You did assist and you would like to get the exact words of one of the panelists? Well,
this information is just for you.

Since a month ago the First EELA Conference is on-line. Yes, the Conference was video-recorded
and now you can watch all presentations, every word that was said inside the Conference room,
and “meet” each panelist on the video. You just have to go to http://documents.eu-
eela.org/?c=Videos&as=0&ln=en and click on the video of your interest.

Of course, you can also download the slides from:
http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceOtherViews.py?view=standard&confId=32.



GRID EVENTS AGENDA
JANUARY

Third EELA Workshop
11th and 12th of January, Lima, Peru
http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=63

23rd APAN Meeting
From 22 to 26 of January in Manila, Philippines
h t t p : / / w w w. a p a n . n e t / m e e t i n g s / t a i p e i 2 0 0 5 / w g -
comm/ApplicationHostAPAN23.ppt

The 19th Open Grid Forum - OGF19
29th of January – 2nd of February in North Carolina, USA
http://www.ogf.org/OGF19/events_ogf19.php

FEBRUARY

First EELA, EUMEDGrid and EUChinaGRID Reviews
27th and 28th of February
http://www.eu-eela.org/review1/index.html

MARCH

Spanish Conference on e-Science Grid Computing
2nd of March in Madrid Spain
ht tp : / /webr t .c iemat .es:8000/e-sc ience/ index.html

18th GridPP Collaboration Meeting
20th – 21st of March in Glasgow, UK
http://www.gridpp.ac.uk/meetings/

4th EELA Workshop
29th - 30th of March in La Plata, Argentina
http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=79

APRIL

2nd International Workshop on Distributed Cooperative
Laboratories: Instrumenting the Grid
16th and 18th of April in Santa Margherita Ligure – Portofino,
Italy
http://www.ingrid.cnit.it/

MAY

German e-Science Conference
2nd – 4th of May in the city Baden-Baden, Germany
http://www.ges2007.de/index.php?id=20&L=1

GPC 2007: International Conference on Grid and Pervasive
Computing
2nd – 4th of May in Paris, France
http://www-lipn.univ-paris13.fr/GPC2007/

The 20th Open Grid Forum
7th – 11th of May in Manchester, UK
http://www.ogf.org/OGF20/events_ogf20.php

EGEE 2nd User Forum
7th – 11th of May, Manchester, UK
http://www.eu-egee.org/egee_events/userforum/egee-user-
forum-may-2007-manchester-uk/

1st Iberian Grid Infrastructure Conference
14th – 16th of May, Santiago de Compostela, Spain
http://www.ibergrid.eu

5th EELA Workshop
28th – 29th of May in La Havana, Cuba
http://indico.eu-eela.org/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=80
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